THE  DANTZIC  EPISODE

the 7th his Majesty returned a grave answer to his com-
plaint of the 4th. He then asked his father's pardon for
a step which he had deemed it incumbent on him not to
omit in the interest of his own and his children's future,
and placed all his offices at the disposal of the King. On
the nth he received the royal answer, which assured him
of the forgiveness that he craved, ignored his censure of
the ministers and his tender of resignation, and enjoined
upon him silence for the future.

While I could not but acknowledge the justice of the
King's resentment, I did my best to prevent its manifesta-
tion by official or indeed by any publicly recognisable
acts. Dynastic interests required me to make it my busi-
ness to calm the King, and to restrain him from taking
any steps which might have recalled the days of Frederick
William I and Kiistrin. To this end I mainly used the
opportunity afforded on June I o by a drive from Babels-
berg to the New Palace, where his Majesty was to inspect
the cadet battalion. Lest it should be understood by the
servants on the box, the conversation was carried on in
French. I succeeded in applying to the father's irritation
the healing balm of state policy, which, in view of the im-
pending struggle between prerogative and parliament, en-
joined that differences within the royal house should be
muffled, ignored, buried in silence; and that the King, both
as King and as father, should be especially solicitous that
his interests should not suffer in either character. e Deal
tenderly with the boy Absalom/ I said in allusion to the
fact that country parsons were already beginning to preach
on 2 Samuel xv. 3, 4. ' Let your Majesty decide nothing
in wrath; state policy only can rightfully determine your
conduct.' The King seemed to be particularly impressed